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Universal Waste Overview

• Universal Waste is hazardous waste
• SQ Handler of universal waste <5,000 kg of 

combined universal waste
• LQ Handler> 5,000 kg of combined 

universal waste
• Universal waste transporters are deemed to 

have a license



Universal Waste Overview (cont.)

• Manifests are not required
• Handlers can accumulated U-waste from 

offsite without a storage permit
• Destination facilities must be permitted 

TSDs



Types of Universal Wastes
(40 CFR Part 273)

• Batteries
• Some Pesticides (recalled under FIFRA)

• Lamps  
– (Note: Crushing not allowed without treatment permit)

• Mercury Thermostats
• Mercury-Containing Equipment



Mercury Containing Equipment

• Promulgated August 5, 2005 – Final Rule, 
immediately effective, replaces 273.4

• Contains elemental Hg integral to its 
function

• Effectively the same as PA Mercury 
Containing Device definition (25 PA Code 
266b.2).  PA will remove.



Mercury Containing Equipment
Examples

• Barometers, manometers, natural 
gas regulators, electric switches 
(e.g., automobile light switches), 
Sphygmomanometers, etc.



Mercury Initiatives

• Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury 
Automobile Switch Removal Program

• The National Partnership for Environmental 
Priorities “Mercury Challenge”



Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury 
Automobile Switch Removal Program







Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury 
Automobile Switch Removal Program

• Voluntary two year program.
• DEP pays an incentive of $1 per switch based on 

weight to the auto recyclers.
• Auto Recyclers:

– Register with DEP.
– Remove mercury switches in convenience lighting 

under hoods and trunks of vehicles.
– Ship the mercury switches for FREE to the 

participating mercury recyclers (AERC and Bethlehem 
Apparatus).

– Receive incentive



Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury 
Automobile Switch Removal Program
Goal 600 lbs of Mercury recycled over 2 yrs.

• DEP is Considering increasing the incentive to 
$2.00 per Switch

• Some administrative changes will be made to 
make the program more user friendly…

Stay Tuned!

• For more information:   
• www.dep.state.pa.us DEP Keyword, “Mercury 

Switch”
• Contact: Jane Greber (DEP Air Quality)  

717-772-2328

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/


National Partnership For Environmental 
Priorities (NPEP)

• Key component of The National Resource 
Conservation Challenge

• How to participate:
1. Identify one or more chemicals for reduction.
2. Develop a source reduction/recycling goal and project 

time line for each chemical selected. 
3. Sign Up



National Partnership For Environmental 
Priorities (NPEP)

• Recognitions and Awards
1. Membership plaque; use of logo
2. Annual and final accomplishment awards
3. Publication of success story
4. Press events (if desired)



National Partnership for Environmental 
Priorities (NPEP): Focus on Mercury

• Mercury is one of 31 priority chemicals founds in 
our Nations hazardous wastes and in the product 
life cycle 

• NPEP is a program focused on reducing these 
chemicals (lead, mercury, naphthalene and Dioxin, 
etc.)

• Most recent goal is to reduce by 10% by the year 
2008

• Tracking is done by using TRI data and also by 
documenting reductions in the product life cycle



Mercury Challenge

• The Mercury Challenge is a Targeted 
initiative under NPEP
– Purpose: Promotes voluntary, systematic 

elimination of mercury containing equipment in 
industry.  Encourages the use of mercury 
alternatives.

– Provides targeted information and resources on 
mercury reduction in industry



Mercury Challenge Pledge

Our Company will…
Identify mercury in our facilities and products
Replace mercury-containing equipment with non-mercury 
alternatives
Dispose of mercury-containing equipment safely
Establish mercury-free purchasing policies
Educates staff, suppliers, and clients about mercury and 
non-mercury alternatives



Accepting the Challenge/Measuring 
Success

Accepting the Challenge
• Develop a source reduction/recycling goal and 

pledge to reduce mercury at your facility
• Sign up for voluntary National Partnership for 

Environmental Priorities under “The Mercury 
Challenge”

• Receive awards and national recognition from 
NPEP



Mercury Challenge Brochure



For More Information:
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/minimize/mercchall.htm



Waste Minimization Contacts

www.dep.state.pa.us DEP Keyword: “Waste Minimization”

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/

	Mercury Related Waste Issues
	Universal Waste Overview
	Universal Waste Overview (cont.) 
	Types of Universal Wastes�(40 CFR Part 273)
	Mercury Containing Equipment
	Mercury Containing Equipment�Examples
	Mercury Initiatives
	Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury Automobile Switch Removal Program
	Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury Automobile Switch Removal Program
	Pennsylvania Voluntary Mercury Automobile Switch Removal Program
	National Partnership for Environmental Priorities (NPEP): Focus on Mercury
	Mercury Challenge
	Mercury Challenge Pledge
	Accepting the Challenge/Measuring Success
	Mercury Challenge Brochure
	For More Information:�http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/minimize/mercchall.htm
	Waste Minimization Contacts

