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Devra L. Davis, PHD, MPH
2009 Karl Mason Award Recipient
Devra Davis knows firsthand the devastating effects of environmental pollution. Pollution killed
several members of her family and sickened half her home town of Donora, Pennsylvania. In her
book When Smoke Ran Like Water (2002, Basic Books), Davis makes startling revelations about
how thousands of deaths from the London smog of 1952 were falsely attributed to influenza. She
exposes how the oil companies and auto manufacturers fought for decades to keep lead in
gasoline while knowing it caused brain damage. She gives inside accounts of the battle to
recognize breast cancer as a major killer. And she describes how major firms have lobbied,
cajoled, and manipulated scientists and the government regarding the hazards of toxic chemicals.
In her book The Secret History of the War on Cancer (2007, Basic Books), she exposes how, for
much of its history, the cancer war has been fighting the wrong battles, with the wrong weapons,
against the wrong enemies. Dr. Davis shows, decade by decade, how the campaign has
targeted the disease and left off the table the things that cause it – tobacco, alcohol, the
workplace, and environmental hazards. The effort has focused on defeating cancer by detecting,
treating, and curing cancer. Overlooked and suppressed was any consideration of how the world
in which we live and work affects whether we get cancer.
Dr. Davis was designated a National Book Award Finalist for her book When Smoke Ran Like
Water. Her book The Secret History of the War on Cancer was a Newsweek must read pick for
the week.
Dr. Davis directs the world’s first Center on Environmental Oncology at the University of
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute. The multidisciplinary center includes experts in medicine, basic
research, engineering and public policy, who develop cutting-edge studies to identify the causes
of cancer and propose policies to reduce the risks of the disease.
Davis is a Professor at the University Of Pittsburgh Graduate School Of Public Health’s Department of
Epidemiology, Visiting Professor at Carnegie Mellon University’s Heinz School, Honorary Professor,
London’s School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and expert Advisor to the World Health Organization.
She has authored more than 170 publications, in books and journals ranging from Scientific American to
the Journal of the American Medical Association and the Lancet, and the Annals of the New York
Academy of Sciences, and has also written for the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and other
mass media outlets.
President Clinton appointed Dr. Davis to the newly established Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation
Board, (1994-99) an independent executive branch agency that investigates, prevents, and mitigates
chemical accidents. As the former Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Health in the Department
of Health and Human Services, she has counseled leading officials in the U.S., United Nations, World
Health Organization and World Bank.

Montour Run Watershed Association
2009 Karl Mason Award Recipient
The Montour Run Watershed Association (MRWA) strives to improve the Montour Run
Watershed through remediation, restoration and conservation activities. MRWA seeks solutions
to water quality issues in cooperation with private landowners, state and local governments,
businesses and other organizations and individuals with an interest in the watershed. Specific
issues in the watershed include abandoned mine drainage (AMD), flooding, and erosion. A small,
but dedicated group of volunteers, the Montour Run Watershed has earned a reputation with
state, federal and local municipal, regulatory and funding agencies, as well as with other local
watershed groups as an organization that takes a non-political common sense approach to
finding solutions and obtaining results.
The MRWA has made significant strides towards the improvement of the water quality of the
watershed through streambank stabilization projects and AMD treatment systems. Over $1 million
in grant funding has been secured for these projects, resulting in nearly 10 miles of stream water
quality directly improved by the removal of nearly 40 tons/year of acidity and 10 tons/per year of
metals. Indirect improvement throughout the watershed is possible by improved baseline
conditions.
The Montour Run Watershed Association was incorporated in March of 2000, formalizing and
extending the work of the Montour Valley Alliance (MVA). The Montour Valley Alliance was
formed in 1995 under the direction of the Hollow Oak Land Trust. Shortly after its formation, the
MVA retained the US Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District, to conduct an in-depth study
of water quality impairment and highlight opportunities for remediation.
The MRWA has partnered with numerous agencies and conducted the following projects:
•

“Water Quality and Aquatic Life Resources” - The study published in 1997 for the Montour
Valley Alliance, identified areas of significant water quality impairment and highlighted
opportunities for remediation of many of the problems. Problems identified included water
quality degradation attributable to drainage from deep and surface mines, runoff laden with
deicing agents from the Pittsburgh International Airport, untreated sewage, development of
large tracts of formally wooded areas, and urban runoff.

•

“River Conservation and Land-Use Plan for the Montour Run Watershed” was developed.
The watershed plan, which enabled the Montour Run Watershed to be listed on the
Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
of Natural Resources (DCNR), included recommended actions to protect aquatic, biological,
land, cultural, educational, and recreational resources within the watershed. An early
recommendation was that portions of the lower watershed, previously thought to be too
polluted for a trout fishery, were able to be stocked by PA Fish and Boat Commission and
has since become a popular fishing area.

•

“Attacking Abandoned Mine Drainage in the Montour Watershed” community workshop (May
2000 in cooperation with the Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine
Reclamation).

•

“Streambank Stabilization” of eroded streambank at various locations along Montour Run
with rock, brush mats and shrub plantings, reducing sediment loads and improving the water
quality (December 2000 in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection, Bureau of Mining and Reclamation and 2006 with Duquesne Light, inc.).

•

“Abandoned Mine Drainage Cleanup Plan” which identified and prioritized treatment options
for 12 abandoned discharges in the watershed. (Biomost, Inc., September 2003, funded by
the Pennsylvania Growing Greener Program).

•

“PA Stream Signage Program”, in cooperation with the Penns’ Corner Resource
Conservation & Development Program, Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds and
Rivers, PA Growing Greener, and PENNDOT to place stream identification signs at three
location in the watershed to raise public awareness of the stream and watershed issues.

•

“Americorps Stream Cleanup” – MRWA facilitated the arrival of an Americorps crew in the
watershed in the spring following Hurricane Ivan to conduct flood debris cleanup and removal
of stream obstructions that would have contributed to localized flooding and stream erosion.

•

“Boggs Road Mine Drainage Remediation System”, funded by PADEP Growing Greener
Program, US Dept of Interior, Imperial Land Corporation and BFI Landfill. This system is
removing 3.5 tons per year of Iron and directly improving 2.5 miles of tributary stream as a
result.

•

“Clinton Road Acid Mine Drainage Remediation System”, funded by the Pennsylvania
Growing Greener Program, Appalachian Clean Streams, and the Pittsburgh International
Airport, and U.S. Filter Corporation. These two passive treatment systems improve about 3
miles of tributary stream and over 10 miles of the main stem of Montour Run by removing 20
tons per year of acid-producing materials and 2.5 tons per year of aluminum.

•

“North Fork Montour Run Restoration Project” - Recently constructed system with Growing
Greener funding and project partners including the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and
Pittsburgh International Airport for construction of a passive treatment system on the North
Fork of the Montour Run. This system is improving about 2 miles of the North Fork of
Montour Run by removing 9.5 tons / year of acidity and 3 tons/year of metals.

•

“Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan Updates” – Ongoing municipal coordination on the
need for updated watershed-level stormwater plans reflective of current regulatory guidance
and Montour watershed conditions.

•

“Fish Habitat Enhancement” - Partnered with Forest Gove Sportsman’s Club and
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission for the placement of habitat enhancement
structures in trout stocked sections of the stream.

